CIVIL WAR QUESTIONNAIRE
Completed in 1922 by Thomas Cheatham Little (b. 03/17/1848 – d. 01/21/1933) 1st Cousin 3X removed of Robert Curry
Obtained from Patricia Little Geary 3rd cousin of Robert Curry
(FORM NO. 1)


The chief purpose of the following questions is to bring out facts that will be of service in writing a true history of the Old South.  Such a history has not yet been written.  By answering these questions you will make a valuable contribution to the history of your state.

1. State your full name and present Post Office address: Thomas Cheatham Little; Fayetteville, Lincoln Co., Tennessee.

2. State your age now: Seventy four.
3. In what State and county were you born?: Bedford Co., Tennessee.

4. In what state and county were you living when you enlisted in the service of the Confederacy, or the Federal Government?: Bedford, Co., Tennessee.

5. What was your occupation before the war?: I was too young to have any but lived on a farm.

6. What was the occupation of your father?: Farmer and trader.

7. If you owned land or other property at the opening of the war, state what kind of property you owned, and state the value of your property as near as you can.: I did not was only thirteen years old when war broke out.

8. Did you or your parents own slaves?  If so, how many?: My father owned about one hundred.

9. If your parents owned land, state about how many acres.: My father owned about 12 hundred acres.

10. State as near as you can the value of all of the property owned by your parents, including land, when the war opened: Land $65,000.  Negroes $75,000, Hogs Mules Cattle, Horses, Sheep, etc. $10,000.  Total $150,000.

11. What kind of house did your parents occupy?  State whether it was a log house or a frame house or built of other materials, and state the number of rooms it had: Frame with ten rooms on Fayetteville and Lewisburg Turnpike 2 miles from Shelbyville, Tenn.

12. As a boy and a young man, state what kind of work you did.  If you worked on a farm, state to what extent you plowed, worked with a hoe, and did you do other kinds of similar work: I did farm work making a hand in all work on the farm, plowing, reaping, mowing, in fact was the leading man on the farm.

13. State clearly what kind of work your father did, and what the duties of your mother were.  State all the kinds of work done in the house as well as you can remember – that is, cooking, spinning, weaving, etc.: My father was supervisor of his farm.  My mother supervised her household and often did a lot of it herself.  She spinning, weaving and cooking done.  She enjoyed the reputation of making the nicest jeans in the country.

14. Did your parents keep any servants?  If so, how many?: Yes, four or five women were kept and made all clothing for all the Negroes.

15. How was honest toil – as plowing, hauling and other sorts of honest work of this class – regarded in your community?  Was such work considered respectable and honorable?: Yes, wholly so.
16. Did white men in your community generally engage in such work?: Yes.
17. To what extent were there white men in your community leading lives of idleness and having others do there work for them?: Very few indeed.
18. Did the men who owned slaves mingle freely with those who did not own slaves, or did slaveholders in any way show by their actions that they felt themselves better than respectable, honorable men who did not own slaves?: Yes they mingled together as one country and friends.

19. At the churches, at the schools, at public gatherings in general, did slaveholders and non-slaveholders mingle on a footing of equality?: Yes.
20. Was there a friendly feeling between slaveholders and non-slaveholders in your community, or were they antagonistic to each other?: With very few exceptions they were friendly and best of feelings existed.

21. In a political contest in which one candidate owned slaves and the other did not, did the fact that one candidate owned slaves help him in winning the contest?: I think not.

22. Were the opportunities good in your community for a poor young man – honest and industrious – to save up enough to buy a small farm or go into business for himself?: Yes.
23. Were poor, honest, industrious young men, who were ambitious to make something of themselves, encouraged or discouraged by slaveholders?: Encouraged.
24. What kind of school or schools did you attend?: I began with the public or free schools.  Afterwards went to Shelbyville University (Primary) After war went to Cumberland University at Lebanon Tenn.

25. About how long did you go to school altogether?: About 8 years.

26. How far was it to your nearest school?: They were all near my home except Cumberland University at Lebanon Tenn.

27. What school or schools were in operation in your neighborhood?: The Public Schools and the Shelbyville Schools.

28. Was the school in your community private or public?: Some public. Some private.
29. About how many months in the year did it run?: Ten months.  Public not so long.

30. Did the boys and girls in your community attend school pretty regularly?: Yes.
31. Was the teacher of the school you attended a man or a woman?: Both men and women.

32. In what year and month and a t what place did you enlist in the Confederate or of the Federal Government?: In Sept 6th 1864.  At Shelbyville, Tennessee.
33. State the name of your regiment, and state the names of as many members of your company as you remember: Forrests escort.  A company of Cavalry raised by my Uncle Capt Montgomery Little of Shelbyville Tennessee.  The officers were Montgomery Little, Capt Nathan Boone   1st Lieut____Watt Cutner  2nd Lieut, Daniel Dunaway  3rd Lieut.  Capt Little was killed at Spring Hill Tenn.  The company mustered in Oct. 6th surrendered at Gainesville Ala May 9 1865.

34. After enlistment, where was your company sent first?: Cannot give a full account of the escort as I was only with the company a few months.  See history of Forrest Campaigns.

35. How long after your enlistment before your company engaged in battle?: (No answer).

36. What was the first battle you engaged in?: Saltville, Va, Left Shelbyville with 4th Tenn. Cavalry.

37. State in your own way your experience in the war from this time on until the close.  State where you went after the first battle – what you did, what other battles you engaged in, how long they lasted, what the results were; state how you lived in camp, how you were clothed, how you slept, what you had to eat, how you were exposed to cold, hunger and disease.  If you were in the hospital or in prison, state your experience here: After the battle at Salt Works, VA. Went through North Carolina and South Carolina into Georgia near Atlanta we met Sherman and fought him to the sea then I met Gen Forrests’ Escort at the Tenn. River and served with him until his surrender at Gainesville.  Fought Wilson through Ala. Was poorly fed and clothed.  Never was paid. (Information on extra page inserted here) No. 37.  I was born in Bedford Co Tenn March 17th 1848, ran away from school in Shelbyville Tenn on the 6th day of Sept. 1864, at 16 yrs of age, and enlisted in Confederate Army.  (Forrests Escort) went out of Tenn with Starnes 4th Tenn Cavalry was with said regiment in the fight at Salt Works, Va. Oct 1864, remained with said regt during Shermans march to the sea.  Reached Forrests Escort at Tenn. River on the retreat from Tenn. Dec 1864.  Served with Escort til surrender, being 17 years old, Have served the U.C.V. as follows: Presided Forrests Escort & Staff Chaplain Gen. on Gen Hickmans Staff C____Camp 114; Prest Shakleford Fulton Bivouac; Secty & Chaplain of 8th Tenn Consolidated Regts.; Holding above positions now.  Have been preaching 41 years in Church of Christ.  T. C. Little (LITTLE, THOMAS CHEATHAM Pension No. 16140).
38. When and where were you discharged?: Paroled at Gainesville Ala. May 9, 1865.
39. Tell something of your trip home: Nothing special occurred on trip home forded Tenn. River on horseback arrived home in Shelbyville Tenn. May 20 1865.
40. What kind of work did you take up when you got back home?: Farming.
41. Give a sketch of your life since the close of the Civil War, stating what kind of business you have engaged in, where you have lived, your church relations, etc.  If you have held an office or offices, state what it was.  You may state here any other facts connected with your life and experience which has not been brought out by the questions: Farmed for thirty years was Deputy Sheriff in 1871 and 1872 Bedford Co.  Was set apart to preach Gospel Christian Church at Fayetteville Tenn May 6 1881.
42. Give the full name of your father:_________born______at_________; in the county of:_______state of: ____________.  He lived at _________.   Give also any particulars concerning him, as official position, war services, etc.; books written by, etc.  Wm. Little; North Carolina; Shelbyville Tennessee; He was member of Legislature 1856.  Was born in 1806.

43. Maiden name in full of your mother_____________She was the daughter of______________(full name)_________________and his wife_________________(full name)_______who lived at ________________:  Lucy Caroline Clary; Benjamin Clary – Nancy Wright; North Carolina   New Market Ala.

44. …not included in the foregoing, as where they lived, office held, Revolutionary or other war services; what country the family came from to America; where first settled, county and state, always giving full names (if possible) and never referring to an ancestor simply as such without giving the name.  It is desirable to include every fact possible and to end the full and exact record from old bibles should be appended on separate sheets of this size, thus preserving the facts from loss: My father Wm Little was a son of Samuel Little and Elizabeth (Betty) Boone a daughter* of Benjamin Boone a brother** of Daniel Boone. (extra page – a letter) Fayetteville Tenn – Nov 1, 1922; Hon John Trotwood Moore; Dear Sir, Am enclosing you a certified copy of members of the Escort who surrendered at Gainesville Ala May 9, 1865.  Some of them were in prison but their names were kept on the roll.  Please return the same to me, as I am anxious to preserve it.  I also have the last Muster roll of Forrests Escort made out by Lieut Boone and Sergt. G.L. Cowan Feby 1865, this gives a record of the Company from July 1st 1864 to Feby 28th day of Feby 1865, of killed captured, deserters and recruits etc. When _____ I will enclose it.  Also, with the same request.  Yours, T. C. Little
45. Give the names of all the members of your Company you can remember: (If you know where the roster is to be had, please make a special note of this.) (See extra page)
46. Give here the NAME and POST OFFICE ADDRESS of living Veterans of the Civil War, whether members of your company or not. (No answer)
· *granddaughter

· **Uncle

